
Chapter-10 Creating Dual Charts in Power 
BI 
 

Dual Charts are a combination of two visualizations that allow you to compare two sets of 
related data in a single view. The most common example is the Line and Clustered Column 
Chart or the Line and Stacked Column Chart, where one metric is shown as a column and 
another as a line. 

 

When to Use Dual Charts 

1. Compare Different Metrics 
o Example: Compare total sales (columns) with profit margin (line). 

2. Highlight Trends Alongside Volumes 
o Show trends in data over time while emphasizing magnitude. 

3. Visualize Data with Different Scales 
o Use a secondary axis to represent metrics with vastly different ranges. 

 

Types of Dual Charts in Power BI 

1. Line and Clustered Column Chart 
o Combines a column chart and a line chart. 

2. Line and Stacked Column Chart 
o Combines a stacked column chart with a line chart. 

 

Steps to Create a Dual Chart in Power BI 

1. Import or Load Data 
o Load your dataset into Power BI. 

2. Navigate to Report View 
o Go to the Report view where visuals are created. 

3. Add a Dual Chart 
o In the Visualizations pane, select either: 

 Line and Clustered Column Chart, or 
 Line and Stacked Column Chart. 

4. Assign Data Fields 



o Drag and drop fields from the Fields pane into the chart’s data slots: 
 Shared Axis: Add a field for the x-axis (e.g., Date, Region). 
 Column Values: Add the primary metric for the columns (e.g., Sales, Revenue). 
 Line Values: Add the secondary metric for the line (e.g., Profit, Growth Rate). 
 Legend (Optional): Add a field to group the data (e.g., Product Category, 

Region). 

5. Enable Secondary Axis 
o If the line values differ significantly in scale, enable the secondary axis for better 

readability: 
 Select the chart. 
 Go to the Format pane. 
 Expand the Y-Axis section and enable the Secondary Axis toggle for the line 

values. 

6. Customize the Chart 
o Use the Format pane to adjust: 

 Colors: Assign distinct colors to the columns and the line. 
 Data Labels: Add labels for both metrics. 
 Gridlines: Adjust gridline visibility and style. 
 Title: Update the title for clarity. 

7. Filter and Interact 
o Add slicers or filters to refine the data displayed in the chart. 

 

Example: Comparing Sales and Profit Margin Over Months 

Dataset: 

Month Sales Profit Margin (%) 

January 1000 20 

February 1200 18 

March 900 22 

Steps: 

1. Add a Line and Clustered Column Chart to the report canvas. 
2. Drag Month to the Shared Axis field. 
3. Drag Sales to the Column Values field. 
4. Drag Profit Margin (%) to the Line Values field. 
5. Enable the Secondary Axis for Profit Margin (%) in the Format pane. 

Result: 



 

 A dual chart showing Sales as columns and Profit Margin (%) as a line over the months. The line 
uses a secondary axis for better visualization. 

 

Best Practices for Dual Charts 

1. Limit Metrics 
o Use only two metrics to avoid clutter and ensure clarity. 

2. Enable Secondary Axis When Needed 
o Use a secondary axis if the two metrics have different scales. 

3. Highlight Key Insights 
o Use annotations or tooltips to emphasize trends or outliers. 

4. Simplify the Legend 
o Ensure legends are clear and descriptive to differentiate between metrics. 

5. Align Axes Properly 
o Ensure axes are scaled appropriately to avoid misinterpretation of data. 

 

Troubleshooting Common Issues 

1. Overlapping Data 
o Adjust the axis range to ensure both metrics are visible and distinguishable. 

2. Incorrect Metric Assignment 
o Double-check the fields assigned to column and line values. 

3. Axis Confusion 
o Clearly label the primary and secondary axes to prevent confusion. 

4. Cluttered Chart 
o Reduce the number of data points or simplify the grouping for better readability. 

 



By using dual charts effectively, you can present complex data comparisons in a visually 
appealing and easily understandable format, making them a powerful tool for insights and 
reporting in Power BI. 


