
Chapter-16 Creating a Line Chart in Power 
BI 
 

A Line Chart in Power BI is a powerful visualization that displays data trends over time or across 
categories. It is especially useful for showing continuous data and identifying patterns, such as 
sales trends, stock prices, or temperature changes. The line connects data points, helping to 
visualize the overall flow and changes in data across different periods or categories. 

 

When to Use a Line Chart 

1. Showing Trends Over Time 
o Ideal for time-based data (e.g., sales over months or stock price over days). 

2. Displaying Continuous Data 
o Useful for showing continuous variables like temperature, financial metrics, or website 

traffic. 
3. Comparing Multiple Data Series 

o Allows comparison of multiple variables over time (e.g., comparing sales of different 
products). 

 

Steps to Create a Line Chart in Power BI 

Step 1: Import Your Data 

Ensure your dataset has at least one date/time field or categorical field for the x-axis and 
numerical data for the y-axis. 

Example dataset: 

Date Sales Profit 

01/01/2024 1000 200 

02/01/2024 1500 300 

03/01/2024 1200 250 

 

  



Step 2: Create the Line Chart 

 

1. Select the Line Chart Visual 
o In the Visualizations pane, select the Line Chart icon (it looks like a line connecting data 

points). 
2. Assign Data Fields 

o X-Axis: Drag a time-related field (e.g., Date or Month) to the Axis section. 
o Y-Axis: Drag a numerical field (e.g., Sales or Profit) to the Values section. 
o If comparing multiple variables, add additional fields (e.g., Profit) to the Values section 

to display multiple lines on the same chart. 

Step 3: Customize the Line Chart 

1. Format the X-Axis 
o If your data is time-based, Power BI will automatically treat the Date field as a time axis. 
o You can change the type of the time axis to be continuous or categorical, depending on 

how you want the data displayed (e.g., continuous months or categories like years). 

2. Customize the Line Appearance 
o In the Format pane, you can customize the line style: 

 Line width: Adjust the thickness of the line. 
 Line color: Change the color of the line for each series. 
 Markers: Enable or disable data markers (dots) on the line to show exact values 

at each point. 

3. Add Data Labels 
o You can display data labels next to each data point to show exact values, which can be 

helpful for precise comparisons. 

4. Title and Axis Labels 
o Customize the chart title, axis labels, and gridlines for clarity. 

5. Legends 
o If you have multiple lines representing different data series, ensure the Legend is visible 

to identify each series by name. 

 



Example: Sales and Profit Over Time Line Chart 

Dataset: 

Date Sales Profit 

01/01/2024 1000 200 

02/01/2024 1500 300 

03/01/2024 1200 250 

04/01/2024 1800 400 

1. Create a Line Chart. 
2. Drag Date to the Axis section. 
3. Drag Sales and Profit to the Values section. 

o Power BI will create two lines: one for Sales and one for Profit. 
4. Format the Chart to: 

o Adjust the line styles and markers. 
o Change colors for each line (e.g., blue for sales, green for profit). 
o Enable data labels to show sales and profit values on the chart. 

Result: 

 

 A line chart that shows how Sales and Profit change over time, with distinct lines for each and 
clear labels for data points. 

 

Best Practices for Line Charts 

1. Use Line Charts for Continuous Data 
o Line charts are most effective for continuous data over time. Avoid using them for 

categorical data, as bar charts may be more appropriate. 

2. Keep the Line Count Manageable 



o Limit the number of lines displayed on a single chart to avoid clutter. Too many lines can 
make it hard to read and interpret the data. 

3. Add a Trendline for Insights 
o You can add a Trendline to identify overall trends in the data, helping you spot patterns 

or anomalies. 

4. Ensure Data Continuity 
o Line charts should represent continuous data. Gaps in data or inconsistent time intervals 

may confuse viewers. 

5. Adjust Time Axis for Clarity 
o For time-based data, ensure the x-axis is properly scaled (daily, monthly, yearly) to give 

a clear picture of trends. 

6. Use Different Colors for Each Series 
o When comparing multiple lines, use different colors for each data series to make the 

chart more readable. 

 

  



Troubleshooting Common Issues 

1. X-Axis Not Showing Correct Dates 
o Ensure that the Date field is correctly formatted as a Date/Time field in Power BI. 
o If the dates are displayed incorrectly or out of order, check the field's data type in the 

data model. 

2. Lines Overlapping or Hard to Read 
o If you have too many lines, consider breaking the data into multiple charts or using 

different chart types (e.g., bar chart or area chart). 

3. Missing Data Points 
o If the line chart has gaps or missing data points, ensure there are no empty or null 

values in the dataset. You can handle missing data by replacing it or filling gaps. 

4. Not Enough Detail 
o If the chart doesn't show enough detail (e.g., too broad of a time range), zoom in or 

change the time granularity to see more detail. 

 


