
Chapter-19 Using Slicers for Filtering in 
Power BI 
 

A Slicer in Power BI is a visual filter that allows users to interactively filter data in a report. It’s a 
powerful tool for enabling users to select specific data points (e.g., dates, categories, regions) 
and instantly see the changes reflected in the visuals on the report page. Slicers make your 
reports more interactive and user-friendly, especially when dealing with large datasets or when 
you want viewers to control the scope of the data they are seeing. 

 

When to Use a Slicer 

 Interactive Filtering: Allow users to filter data based on specific categories (e.g., year, product, 
region). 

 Simplify Data Exploration: Let users easily drill down into specific subsets of data without 
modifying the underlying report. 

 Multiple Filtering Options: Use slicers for filtering across multiple visuals at once, improving user 
experience. 

 

Types of Slicers in Power BI 

 

1. Single-Select Slicer: 
o A slicer where users can only select one value at a time. Ideal for filtering by a single 

dimension, like a specific year or region. 

2. Multi-Select Slicer: 
o A slicer where users can select multiple values at once. Ideal when you want to allow 

users to compare data across multiple categories (e.g., several regions or years). 



3. Dropdown Slicer: 
o A slicer that shows options in a dropdown list, which is useful when you have many values 

in the slicer field. It helps save space in your report. 

4. Between Slicer: 
o A slicer for selecting a range of values, typically used with continuous data such as dates 

or numbers (e.g., select sales between $1000 and $5000). 

5. Date Slicer: 
o A slicer specifically designed to filter by dates. It can be used with continuous or 

categorical time-based data. 

 

Steps to Add and Use a Slicer in Power BI 

Step 1: Add a Slicer to Your Report 

1. Select the Slicer Visual 
o In the Visualizations pane, click on the Slicer icon (it looks like a funnel). 

2. Add the Field to the Slicer 
o From the Fields pane, drag the field you want to use for filtering (e.g., Year, Product 

Category, Region, Date) into the Values area of the slicer. 
3. Position the Slicer 

o Resize and position the slicer on your report canvas where it’s easy for users to interact 
with. 

Step 2: Customize the Slicer 

1. Single vs. Multi-Select 
o By default, a slicer allows for single selection. To allow users to select multiple items: 

 In the slicer, go to the Format pane, expand the Selection Controls section, and 
toggle on Multi-select. 

2. Display Mode 
o Change how the slicer displays the options: 

 List: All available values are listed in a vertical or horizontal layout. 
 Dropdown: The slicer options appear in a dropdown list, saving space on your 

report. 
 Between: If you’re using a numeric field, you can enable the "Between" slicer to 

allow users to filter data by selecting a range. 

3. Date Slicer (Optional) 
o If you're filtering by dates, Power BI automatically recognizes the date field. You can 

format the date slicer to show it as a Relative Date, Between dates, or a simple List of 
Years. 

4. Sorting Options 
o In the slicer’s Format pane, you can sort the values alphabetically or numerically. 

Step 3: Interacting with the Slicer 



1. Selecting Values in the Slicer 
o To filter data, simply click on one or more items within the slicer (depending on whether 

you’ve enabled multi-select). The report and visuals will update automatically based on 
the selected value(s). 

2. Clearing the Filter 
o To reset the slicer, click the Clear filter icon (eraser) in the top-right corner of the slicer 

visual. 

Step 4: Connecting the Slicer to Other Visuals 

 By default, slicers filter all visuals on the report page. If you want to limit which visuals are affected 
by the slicer, you can configure visual interactions. 

o Click on the slicer, then go to the Format tab and select Edit interactions. Here, you can 
control which visuals are impacted by the slicer (allow or disable filtering). 

 

Example of Using a Slicer 

Scenario: Filter Sales Data by Product Category 

1. Add a Slicer for Product Category 
o Drag the Product Category field into the slicer. 

2. Enable Multi-Select 
o In the slicer settings, enable Multi-select to allow the user to select multiple categories 

(e.g., Electronics, Furniture, and Clothing). 

3. Add Visuals to Display Data 
o Add a Bar Chart that shows sales for each product. 
o As the user selects different categories in the slicer, the bar chart will update to show 

sales data for those selected categories. 

Result: 

 The user can interact with the slicer, selecting one or more product categories, and the visuals 
(e.g., bar chart) will dynamically update to display only the data corresponding to the selected 
category or categories. 

 

Best Practices for Using Slicers 

1. Use Slicers for Simplicity 
o Slicers should be used for fields that are meaningful and can easily be selected by the 

user. Avoid adding too many slicers to the report, as it can overwhelm the user. 

2. Position Slicers Strategically 



o Place slicers in an easily accessible area of the report. Consider grouping related slicers 
together (e.g., date slicer and region slicer). 

3. Enable Multi-Select When Needed 
o If users may need to compare multiple categories or time periods, enable Multi-select in 

the slicer to allow multiple selections. 

4. Limit Slicer Options 
o If the slicer field contains too many options (e.g., thousands of products), consider using 

a dropdown slicer or limiting the number of options shown. 

5. Avoid Overcomplicating the Report 
o Too many slicers or complex slicer configurations can make the report difficult to use. 

Focus on key filtering fields and simplify where possible. 

 

Troubleshooting Common Slicer Issues 

1. Slicer Not Filtering the Data 
o Ensure the slicer is correctly linked to the data. If using data from multiple tables, make 

sure there’s a relationship between the slicer field and the data fields in the visuals. 

2. Slicer Doesn’t Show All Options 
o Check the data type of the field in the slicer. Sometimes, a slicer may not display all 

options due to filters applied elsewhere or data types that aren’t compatible with slicer 
formatting. 

3. Slicer Doesn't Reflect Changes Across Visuals 
o If slicers aren’t affecting all visuals, check the visual interactions and ensure that slicer 

interactions are enabled for the relevant visuals. 


