
Chapter-8 Creating an Area Chart in Power 
BI 
 

An Area Chart is a type of line chart where the area between the line and the axis is shaded, 
often used to visualize trends over time and emphasize the magnitude of change. 

 

When to Use an Area Chart 

 

1. Visualizing Trends Over Time 
o Compare changes in one or multiple data series. 

2. Highlighting Magnitudes 
o Emphasize the volume or quantity represented by the data. 

3. Comparing Multiple Categories 
o Show how different categories contribute to a total over time. 

 

Types of Area Charts in Power BI 

1. Basic Area Chart 
o Single data series with a shaded area. 

2. Stacked Area Chart 
o Multiple data series stacked on top of each other, showing cumulative values. 

 

Steps to Create an Area Chart in Power BI 

1. Import or Load Data 



o Load your dataset into Power BI. 

2. Navigate to the Report View 
o Go to the Report view where you create visuals. 

3. Add an Area Chart 
o In the Visualizations pane, select the Area Chart icon or the Stacked Area Chart icon. 

4. Assign Data Fields 
o Drag and drop fields from the Fields pane into the chart’s data slots: 

 Axis: Add a field to represent the x-axis (e.g., Date, Month). 
 Values: Add a numeric field for the y-axis (e.g., Sales, Revenue). 
 Legend (Optional): For multiple categories, add a field to differentiate them 

(e.g., Region, Product). 

5. Format the Chart 
o Use the Format pane to customize the appearance: 

 Colors: Change the shading for the area(s). 
 Gridlines: Adjust gridline visibility and style. 
 Data Labels: Add labels to display values. 
 Title: Edit the chart title for clarity. 

6. Filter and Interact 
o Use filters or slicers to refine the data displayed in the chart. 

 

Example: Creating a Sales Area Chart 

Dataset: 

Month Sales Region 

January 1000 North 

February 1200 North 

January 800 South 

February 900 South 

Steps: 

1. Add a Stacked Area Chart to the report canvas. 
2. Drag Month to the Axis field. 
3. Drag Sales to the Values field. 
4. Drag Region to the Legend field. 
5. Format the chart: 

o Change the colors for North and South regions. 
o Enable data labels to show sales values. 

Result: 

 A stacked area chart showing the sales trend for the North and South regions, with shading 
representing the sales volume. 



 

Best Practices for Area Charts 

1. Limit the Number of Series 
o Use a maximum of 3–4 categories to avoid clutter. 

2. Use a Logical Time Scale 
o Ensure the x-axis values are sequential (e.g., months, years). 

3. Avoid Overlapping Trends 
o If trends overlap too much, consider using a line chart for better clarity. 

4. Highlight Key Data 
o Use colors or annotations to emphasize important trends or peaks. 

5. Stacked vs. Unstacked 
o Use Stacked Area Charts for cumulative values and Basic Area Charts for individual 

trends. 

 

Troubleshooting Common Issues 

1. Incorrect Axis Scaling 
o Ensure the x-axis is sorted correctly (e.g., chronological order for dates). 

2. Data Misrepresentation 
o Avoid using area charts for datasets that don’t emphasize trends or volume changes. 

3. Cluttered Chart 
o Simplify by reducing categories or splitting data into multiple charts. 

 

By creating and customizing area charts, you can effectively visualize trends and present data 
insights in Power BI reports. 


